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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report

Program Name (no acronyms): Forensic Science Department: Sociology and Anthropology
Degree or Certificate Level: Bachelor of Science College/School: Arts and Sciences
Date (Month/Year): June 2021 Assessment Contact: Erik Hall/Richard Colignon

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected? 2020-2021

In what year was the program’s assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated?

1. Student Learning Outcomes
Which of the program’s student learning outcomes were assessed in this annual assessment cycle? (Please list the
full, complete learning outcome statements and not just numbers, e.g., Outcomes 1 and 2.)

Goal 1: Forensic Science majors will understand appropriate patterns of Career Planning and Professional
Development.

Goal 2: Does the student identify trends in the field of forensic science?

Goal 3. Does the student identify the scientific and empirical basis of forensic science investigative and
analytic methods?

2. Assessment Methods: Artifacts of Student Learning
Which artifacts of student learning were used to determine if students achieved the outcome(s)? Please describe
and identify the course(s) in which these artifacts were collected. Clarify if any such courses were offered a) online,
b) at the Madrid campus, or ¢) at any other off-campus location.
Direct measures including final exams from forensic science majors in Forensic Biology, Chemical
Forensics, and Crime Scene Investigation we used to assess the goals. In addition, exit interviews with
graduating seniors in Forensic Science were used to assess the goals. Madrid campus is not included. It has
no forensic science courses.

3. Assessment Methods: Evaluation Process
What process was used to evaluate the artifacts of student learning, and by whom? Please identify the tools(s) (e.g.,
a rubric) used in the process and include them in/with this report document (do not just refer to the assessment
plan).
For the final exams, a standard rubric was used (see attached) and included all three of the goals listed above
and a numbering scale of 1-5. The exams and rubric were distributed to 3 faculty members (Erik Hall,
Richard Colignon, and Mary Vermilion) for review and scoring. The results were then tabulated and
averaged together.(see Appendix 1 and Appendix 2).

4. Data/Results
What were the results of the assessment of the learning outcome(s)? Please be specific. Does achievement differ by
teaching modality (e.g., online vs. face-to-face) or on-ground location (e.g., STL campus, Madrid campus, other off-
campus site)?
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In addition most 3000 and 4000 level Biology and Chemistry courses and labs were added as approved elective
science credits for the students in forensic science. There was some confusion amongst students as to which
courses counted towards the elective science courses. Attributes are being added onto all the courses which
count towards this requirement through the registrar’s office starting in Fall 2021 and this can be explored

during the next assessment to determine how students like or dislike the new attributes and course offerings
in Biology and Chemistry.

If no changes are being made, please explain why.

7. Closing the Loop: Review of Previous Assessment Findings and Changes
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Forensic Scienckssessment (ZD)

Rubric for Assessing Goal #

Paper # Last Name

Goal 1: Forensic Science majors will understand appropriate patterns of Career Planning
and Professional Development.

Learning Outcomes:
1. Does the studendlentify majorconcepts and their categories of evidence?

Poor Adequate Excellent
1 2 3 4 5 Not applicable
to paper’s topic
Comments:

2. Does the studentdentify trends i the field of forensic science?

Poor Adequate Excellent
1 2 3 4 5 Not applicable
to paper’s topic
Comments:

3. Does the studeitentify the scientific and empirical basis of forensic sciencesityative and
analytic methods?

Poor Adequate Excellent

1 2 3 4 5 Not applicable
to paper’s topic

Comments:
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Rubric for Exit Interviews (2021)

Structured Exit Interview with Graduating Forensic Science Seniors

Focus group questions.



11. Other Issues:



Notes from Exit Interviews 2021 Forensic Science

Favorite coursesin the major range from Crime Scene Investigation, Forensic Chem, Forensic Bio, and
Death Investigation. All seemed to enjoy the death investigation course as they were able to meet
people in the field and make connections. All students were very ragahnst dropping that class as a
major requirement.

New courses Students were very interested in learning more about the legal side of for. Science.

Want to learn more about testifying and expert witnesses. Would like something that goes frorostart
finish on the proceedings of a trial related to forensic science. Students also mentioned forensic art as
an option for a different course along with forgeries, signatures, and computer forensics. Students were
also interested in learning more about how to interview and more about how to find jobs to apply/how

to know they exist. Students also mentioned forensic toxicology as a new course option.

Foundations of Forensic Sciened\ll students agreed they got the foundations of forensics in the
coursework. Some examples were students talking about the death investigation class and how they
felt prepared and able to have conversations with practicing forensic scientist about topics they
previously learned in forensic classes. They all felt they d¢mitttheir own in those conversations and
relate those conversations back to their studies. Another example was the students interning at the
toxicology lab. It was just assumed that they knew how the instruments worked and the different
methods (chain of custody, etc). The students felt comfortable performing these tasks based on their
knowledge from their forensic coursework

Assets to Major Students felt that the hands on experience was the most beneficial portion of their
learning. The studentgescifically mentioned the crime scene practical as the lab/hands on activity that
both challenged them the most and was the most beneficial in testing their ability across a wide range of
forensic science topics. Mention was to even expand the practigatbrporate more techniques.

Students also mentioned that the internship was invaluable and gave them the real world experience.
Most all students said to definitely keep the internship as a requirement for the major.

Mentors —Mentioned that they &It connected with the adjuncts in the department as well as their
mentors. They felt like they really needed their mentors help in navigating to study abroad and trying to



Trends n Forensic ScienceStudents seemed a bit confused on what exactly this was referring to and
had some difficulty explaining where the different fields in forensic science are heading. This may be an
opportunity for a seminar type course for juniors/sersdo discuss trends.

Some discussion was had about safety and security on campus. Most students felt safe on campus, but
most students did not feel very safe just a block off campus. Several students shared experiences of
friends being robbed or cagked, cars stolen etc within the immediate vicinity of SLU.
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