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observed in their work. Careful notes will 
be taken as a supplemental assessment 
artifact. By the end of the meeting, faculty 
will determine an action plan to make 
necessary changes to curriculum, 
pedagogy, or assessment plan.  
 
2. SLO1 will be evaluated by scoring the 



 
 

Template Updated June 2020     3 
 

pedagogy, or assessment plan.  
 
2. SLO2 will be evaluated by scoring the 
artifact of student learning on a rubric 
(attached) as a direct measure. SLO2 (and 
all SLOs) will also be evaluated through an 
indirect measure, a student survey (also 
attached).  

3 Students will synthesize two or 
more disciplinary approaches in 
analyses of American cultural 
practices, expressions, or ideas. 

Introduced: ASTD 5000 – Perspectives in 
American Studies. 
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all SLOs) will also be evaluated through an 
indirect measure, a student survey (also 
attached).  

4 Students will effectively 
articulate arguments and 
information for an American 
Studies audience.   

Introduced: ASTD 5000 – Perspectives in 
American Studies. 
 
Developed: ASTD 6100 – Dissertation 
Colloquium and ASTD electives. 
 
Achieved: ASTD 6990 – Dissertation Research. 

1. The direct measure artifact of student 
learning used to determine if students 
have achieved this outcome is the 
dissertation. The indirect measure 
artifact of student learning used to 
determine if students have achieved 
this outcome is a student survey. 
 
2. The direct measure artifact is 
collected by a student’s primary advisor. 
The indirect measure artifact will be 
administered by the graduate 
coordinator near the end of a student’s 
PhD. 

1. A student’s primary advisor will 
implement the direct measure of the 
artifact, which will be completed by the 
student’s entire 3-person dissertation 
committee and submitted at the time of 
the student’s dissertation defense. The 
primary advisor will give the measures to 
the department’s graduate coordinator, 
who will lead the graduate assessment 
process. The graduate coordinator will 
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survey. 
 
2. The direct measure artifact is 
collected by the instructor of ASTD 
5900. The indirect measure artifact will 
be administered by the graduate 
coordinator near the end of a student’s 
PhD. 

the indirect measure, a student survey, 
near the completion of the student’s PhD 
program. The graduate coordinator will 
report the results of both the direct and 
indirect measures—highlighting students’ 
strengths and weaknesses—to the faculty 
during an annual department meeting 
dedicated to assessment in the early Fall 
semester. This will provide a starting point 
for discussions with all faculty, where 
faculty who have supervised PhD students 
may also report on strengths and 
weaknesses they have observed in their 
work. Careful notes will be taken as a 
supplemental assessment artifact. By the 
end of the meeting, faculty will determine 
an action plan to make necessary changes 
to curriculum, pedagogy, or assessment 
plan.  
 
2. SLO6 will be evaluated by scoring the 
artifact of student learning on a rubric 
(attached) as a direct measure. SLO6 (and 
all SLOs) will also be evaluated through an 
indirect measure, a student survey (also 
attached). 

 
 
Use of Assessment Data 
 
1. How and when will analyzed data be used by program faculty to make changes in pedagogy, curriculum design, and/or assessment practices? 

 
As noted above, each student’s primary advisor will have a student’s entire committee 
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assessment data to changes being enacted in pedagogy, curriculum, mentoring, or assessment practices. 
 
2. How and when will the program faculty evaluate the impact of assessment-informed changes made in previous years? 

 
The assessment plan proposed here includes assessing one outcome per year for a six-year cycle. This means that we would evaluate the impact of 
assessment-informed changes for each learning outcome every six years. This seems like a long time, but it makes sense for our unit because our PhD 
numbers are small. To gather enough student artifacts to create meaningful assessment data, we need to accumulate PhD dissertations, portfolios of 
professional documents, and surveys for a length of time.  
 

Additional Questions 
 
1. On what schedule/cycle will program faculty assess each of the program’s student learning outcomes?  (Please note:  It is not recommended to try to 

assess every outcome every year.)   
 

The assessment plan proposed here includes assessing one outcome per year for a six-
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1-".:)2"'0%32-.;".8&+ The American Studies PhD culminates a dissertation that makes an original argument based in primary and 
secondary research and demonstrates the student’s knowledge of their field. It is typically 200-300 pages in length and composed of 4-
6 chapters in addition to an introduction and conclusion. Typically, the introduction gives an overview of the dissertation topic, 
introduces the major problem or question the writer addresses, states the author’s argument, situates that argument as part of a 
scholarly dialogue, and provides a preview of how that argument proceeds across the dissertation’s chapters. The conclusion generally 
explains the stakes of the work that was done in the dissertation and suggests where research may proceed in the future. 
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by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability.  
 

expressions, or ideas 
shape or are shaped 
by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability—
including nuanced 
attention to how two 
or more of these 
frameworks are 
interlocking. 

by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability, but 
the assessment is 
limited to sufficient 
attention to one of 
these frameworks. 

such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability, but 
how this occurs is not 
thoroughly 
addressed. 

shaped by axes of 
power, such as 
race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability. 

SLO3: Students will 
synthesize two or 
more disciplinary 
approaches in 
analyses of 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, or 
ideas. 

The student 
thoroughly integrates 
two or more 
disciplinary 
approaches to 
analyze of American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas. 

The student uses the 
approaches of two or 
more disciplines to 
analyze American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas, 
but these approaches 
are not integrated. 

The student 
competently uses a 
single disciplinary 
approach to analyze 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, or ideas.  

The student’s 
analysis is not 
transparently 
derived from 
disciplinary 
knowledge.    
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Student Name: 
 
Survey Date: 
 

American Studies PhD Exit Survey 
 
Artifact Description: This survey is provided to students graduating with an American Studies PhD in order to gather information 
about the American Studies doctoral curriculum, course offerings, pedagogy, and mentoring. Student feedback delivered here will 
help us to consistently revise our practices to deliver the best possible graduate education in American Studies. 
 
1) How well did you achieve each of the following student learning outcomes? 
 
SLO1: Students will explain the contexts—such as historical, political, geographic, literary, artistic, social, or intellectual—that shape 
American cultural practices, expressions, or ideas. 
 

Extremely Well (3) Very Well (2) Adequately (1) Insufficiently (0) 
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SLO 6: Students will construct a portfolio of useable professional documents such as cover letters, CVs, sample syllabi, statements of 
teaching philosophy, conference proposals, or grant applications. 
 

Extremely Well (3) Very Well (2) Adequately (1) Insufficiently (0) 
 


