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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program Name (no acronyms):  Graduate Periodontics Department:  Graduate Periodontics 

Degree or Certificate Level: Degree and Certificate College/School: Center for Advanced Dental 

Education 

Date (Month/Year): November 2023 

If yes, please share how this affects the program’s assessment process (e.g., number of learning outcomes assessed, 
mandated exams or other assessment methods, schedule or timing of assessment, etc.):  
The Graduate Periodontal Program at Saint Louis University is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation 
(CODA) dependent of the American Dental Association (ADA). The accreditation process takes place every 7 years. 
CODA employs a rigorous accreditation process to evaluate the quality of dental education programs and develops and 
implements accreditation standards of quality and improvement of dental education programs.  The areas of 
competency and educational requirements are established by CODA, in all didactic, clinical, institutional, and research 
areas.   

  

1. Prepare residents to be competent in all aspects of clinical periodontics. 
2. Prepare residents to become certified by The American Board of Periodontology. 
3. Cultivate intellectual growth and a desire to seek continued knowledge in the field of periodontics. 
4. Prepare residents to effectively teach in the field of periodontics. 
5. Demonstrate an understanding of research design and methodology. 
6. Conduct an original research project resulting in a written thesis. 
7. Contribute to the knowledge base of periodontology through presentation or publication. 
8. Critically evaluate scientific literature and communicate the information to others. 
9. 
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The Graduate Periodontics Advisory committee meets twice a year and assesses multiple items including clinical 
competency, exit interviews, alumni surveys, In-Service exams, resident teaching, resident research, infection control 
and case presentations.  These artifacts of student learning reveal the success of the program in achieving, or not, the 
educational goals. 
The courses relevant to the outcomes analyzed in this cycle are: 
 
PERI 5000 Principles of Periodontics  
PERI 5400-xx Periodontics Case Presentation Seminar  
PERI 5600-xx Clinical Periodontics  
PERI 5910 Current Literature in Periodontics  
CAD 5250 Multidisciplinary & Evidence Based Diagnosis & Treatment Planning  
PERI 5010 Periodontal Literature Review  
PERI 5220-xx Advanced Implant Surgery  
PERI 5300 Clinical Teaching Practicum  
 
 

 
3. Assessment Methods: Evaluation Process  

What process was used to evaluate the artifacts of student learning
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multidisciplinary seminars at the Center of Advanced Dental Education.  Moreover, the residents on their second- and 
third year, are involved in teaching undergraduate students at the affiliated dental school.  Finally, the three 
graduating residents completed a written thesis and successfully passed an oral examination from the Graduate Thesis 
Committee. 
 

 
 
5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

What have you learned from these results? What does the data tell you? Address both a) learning gaps and possible 
curricular or pedagogical remedies, and b) strengths of curriculum and pedagogy. 

 
The outcomes assessment from this cycle has revealed that overall, the educational methodology has been 
effective to achieve the specific goals 
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individual program courses. 

 
Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

Changes have been made to increase the didactic time for the Year-I residents in the Classic Literature Reviews, 
and the Periodontal Systemic Reviews.  Also, scheduled seminars for In-Service examination preparation, and 
re-organized the schedule to provide more available time for the Year-III residents for self-study. 
 

 
If no changes are being made, please explain why. 

n/a 
 

 
7. Closing the Loop: Review of Previous Assessment Findings and Changes 

A. What is at least one change your program has implemented in recent years as a result of previous assessment 
data?  

Incorporation of Rubrics and Benchmarks for resident assessment.  This facilitates the calibration of faculty 
members regarding the establishment of competency and promotion for the residents. 
 

 
B. How has the change/have these changes identified in 7A been assessed? 

The Graduate Periodontics Advisory Committee has assessed through communication with the course directors 
and faculty the impact of the incorporation of the Rubrics and Benchmarks.  All interested parts agreed that it 
was a positive addition to the assessment methodology. 
 

 
C. What were the findings of the assessment? 

The Periodontics Program Faculty and the Graduate Periodontics Advisory Committee all agreed that the 
incorporation of Benchmarks and Rubrics facilitates a more objective evaluation and assessment of the 
residents.   
 

 
D. 
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Graduate Periodontics Competencies Benchmarks 
Category Procedure LEVEL Items for evaluation 

Exam Comprehensive Periodontal Exam  
 

C Analysis of clinical and radiographic findings 
Consideration of local and systemic factors  
Consideration of previous therapy 
Establishing diagnosis, based on staging and grading 
Establishing prognosis 
Establishing treatment plan and alternatives 
Establishing stages of treatment and priorities  
Consideration of prosthetic and restorative plan 
Communication with patient, referring dentist and faculty 
Establishing need for multidisciplinary approach 

Implant Consultation  
Clinical and Radiographic exam 
Restorative plan 

C Analysis of clinical and radiographic findings 
Consideration of local and systemic factors  
Consideration of previous therapy 
Establishing diagnosis, including sorf and hard tissue deficiencies 
Establishing prognosis 
Establishing treatment plan and alternatives 
Establishing stages of treatment and priorities  
Consideration of prosthetic and restorative plan 
Communication with patient, referring dentist and faculty 
Establishing need for multidisciplinary approach 

Re-evaluation 
 

C Clinical and Radiographic exam 
Assessment of therapy results 
Establishing further therapy 
Establishing maintenance recall 

Nonsurgical  
  

Scaling and Root Planing   C Assessment of Local and systemic factors  
Detection of accretions 
Removal of accretions 
Time management 
Establishing re-evaluation 
Establishing maintenance recall intervals 
Establish need for adjunct therapy 
Strategies for biofilm control 

Biofilm control.  
 

C Assessment of Local and systemic factors  
Review of maintenance recall intervals 
Establish need for adjunct therapy 
Incorporate strategies for biofilm control 

Periodontal Maintenance 
Control of local factors 

C Assessment of clinical parameters 
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Hard tissue management 
Prosthetic considerations 
Root modification 
Flap reapproximating 
Sutures 
Dressing 
Post operative management 

Tooth extraction within   Indication for procedure 
Anesthetic 
Incisions 
Flap reflection 
Soft tissue management 
Hard tissue management 
Flap reapproximating 
Sutures 
Dressing 
Post operative management 

Periodontal therapy  C 

Implant therapy  C 

Systemic  



 

 



 
 


