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Patty Clayton, Ph.D., consultant, Senior Scholar with the Center for Service and 

Learning at Indiana University – Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) and Visiting 

fellow with the New England Resource Center for Higher Education (NERCHE) will 

present a workshop on critical reflection. Michael Wesch, Ph.D., assistant professor of 

cultural anthropology, Kansas State University, and 2008 Carnegie U.S. Professor of the 

Year for Doctoral and Research Universities will present “Mediated Culture / Mediated 

Education” on October 1. Many of you are familiar with the YouTube video “A Vision of 

Students Today” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o)  created by Dr. 

Wesch and his students. We encourage you to take advantage of the many services and 

programs offered through the Center.  

 

 

 

Conversations on Teaching 

Randy Richter, Ph.D. 

Department of Physical Therapy 

 

Preparing for a semester usually takes me through three phases.  The first phase begins 

at the end of the semester I last taught the course in question.  At this time I reflect on 

the course and what worked and did not work.  I review the student evaluations and 

identify the major themes from the evaluations.  Often I find it helpful to talk to a 

colleague about the course and student evaluations.  I believe that having conversations 

with a knowledgeable and trusted colleague about teaching is one of the best things I 

can do to improve my teaching.  For example, the students may indicate that a particular 

assignment is too burdensome.  Explaining to a colleague why I think the assignment is 

necessary helps me to identify the pedagogical reasons for the assignment.  Based on 

this conversation I may decide that the rationale for the assignment is weak or sound, 

and make or not make, adjustments accordingly.  Taking notes on these reflections and 

conversations is helpful, although I must confess that I have not always managed to do 

so.  As an aside, one of the tools I am trying to use to help keep track of ideas and notes 

for teaching is the software program OneNote, which came with the University Microsoft 

Office 2007 package. 

The second and third phases occur a few weeks before the semester starts.  As you 

may have guessed, the second phase is to use my reflections and notes from the first 





and then move to more specific questions dealing more directly with themes and issues 

that will recur throughout the course.  This exercise gets the students thinking about the 

subject matter and what they already know—and don’t know—about our topic. 

 

 

 

Teaching Tips: Getting the Semester off to a Good Start 

 

Anne McCabe, Ph.D., Department of English, Madrid Campus 

Two key words have always kept teaching fresh and meaningful for me (and I hope for 

my students!): contextualize and reflect. A major part of our work involves us in 

contextualizing the learning experience, with questions like, “How does this class relate 

to the one you just came out of?” When the classroom becomes a collaborative learning 

experience for both me and the students, relevance emerges in sharp relief. As we 

construct together a fabric of knowledge that makes sense to ourselves and to the wider 

world, we can see aspects of the subject never seen before. I ask the students to reflect 

in dialog journals, and I respond with more questions. I hope, in this way, to help scaffold 

a sense of real understanding and ownership of knowledge and learning. 

 

 

Marta Moreno, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Business Administration and Economics, 

Madrid Campus 

In teaching mathematics and statistics, for me it is very important to get the students to 

ask themselves the same questions the people who developed the various theories 

asked when they came up with the tools we use. I always stop the class to let them think 

about the problem we want to solve before I even give them a hint about how it might be 

approached. I think these minutes of reflection help them understand the theory as a 

solution to a particular problem instead of an obscure mathematical method. 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

Jonathan Smith, Ph.D., American Studies 

I aim always to remember that each individual class comprises a community.  As such, I 

do all I can in the opening class session to establish a sense of community between 

myself and the students.  Of course, the syllabus and course requirements establish the 

community's goals and expectations, but they do not do the work of introducing the 

members of that community to each other.  It is easy to underestimate the value of a 

simple name-major-"why I'm in this course" exercise. A good introduction exercise clears 

the way for free discussion, inquiry, collaboration, and effective learning throughout the 

semester. 

 

 

 

 


