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      Charitable Contributions In Lieu Of Payment For Services 

 

On occasion a speaker at the University may request that the University donate the speaking fee to a 

charity and therefore avoid the tax on the income that would have been received as the speaker fee.  

Under current IRS regulations, this is not allowable in most cases. 

Per IRS guidelines, the speaker has “constructively received” the income, because control over the 

income was exercised by the speaker. Therefore, even if the donation is made directly to a charity on 

the speaker’s behalf after the speaking engagement, this amount is taxable to the speaker as income, 

and the speaker 

http://www.slu.edu/business-finance/pdfs/compensation-agreement-waiver-of-pmt.pdf

